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b nil rijo, Joaquin Félix, who gives me love and light each day.
—CYNTHIA BEJARAND

Fon the first madre fronteriza to touch my life—my mother, who crossed
(he horder to provide us a path to future opportunities while keeping us
tunted i family and culture on the Mexican side of the border.

oo ta primera madre fronteriza que tocd mi vida, mi madre, que cruzé la
frontera para brindarnos un camino hacia oportunidades futuras, mante-
niendo nuestras raices en familia y cultura del lado mexicano de la frontera.

—CRISTINA MORALES

Wotledicate this book to fronteriza madres, amds, mamds, mdmis, and
e who engage in countless forms of mothering that endure the ordi-
fany and the unimaginable. They inspire us with their resilience.

—CGYNTHIA AND CRISTINA
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CHAPTER 2

Frontera Madre(hood) and Supvial
Tactics of Urhan Life

MARISOL RODRIGUE] S085A
Universidad Auténoma de Cuidad Judrez

that the geopolitics of border living/making/crossing/deconstruct—
Iy penerates a form of border motherhood in U.S.-Mexico border
vitlen, Ihis chapter, written from Ciudad Judrez, on the Mexican side
il the border, explores and discusses the ideas that resonate from south
b the border: How does the geopolitics of border living affect forms of
mndiethood) south of the U.5.-Mexico border? How do Mexican moth-
crnnd families adapt and define ways of life to survive in a place as hos-
Hle e militarized border city? My narrative unfolds from the festimonio
nlmy fivst years living as a mother in Ciudad Judrez, Chihuahua, where I
Hvedin 2008 for work reasons with my family and a one-year-old baby.
i, from the perspective of a researcher and a mother who has faced
Hiliration processes and lives south of the U.S.-Mexico border, I seek to
el mothering practices that I had to quickly learn to coexist or adapt
HEwhat It means to live at this border,
LIving in a northern Mexican border city means living in the territory
uliwo countries, two nationalities, two societies, two cultures, and two
PUWer ntructures, which unfold between the north of Mexico and the
th of the United States. This creates a binational territory with cross-
Bler urban life and eross-border risks that arise from this proximity,
ey, madre(hood) in a border metropolis means being a mother in

F tontera madre(hood), the central concept of this anthology, argues
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anisms born in the face of fear. Somehow, even in the most severe publl
insecurity, women have found a way to defend their individuality an
freedom, to continue being women and mothers, and to strengthen ol
madre(hood) to protect and care for our children, demonstrating th
the role of women and mothers is essential for the transformation of t!
communities we inhabit.
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