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This book highlights applications that include machine learning methods to en-
hance new developments in complex and unmanned systems. The contents are 
organized from the applications requiring few methods to the ones combining 
different methods and discussing their development and hardware/software im-
plementation. The book includes two parts: the first one collects machine learn-
ing applications in complex systems, mainly discussing developments highlight-
ing their modeling and simulation, and hardware implementation. The second 
part collects applications of machine learning in unmanned systems including 
optimization and case studies in submarines, drones, and robots. The chapters 
discuss miscellaneous applications required by both complex and unmanned sys-
tems, in the areas of artificial intelligence, cryptography, embedded hardware, 
electronics, the Internet of Things, and healthcare. Each chapter provides guide-
lines and details of different methods that can be reproduced in hardware/soft-
ware and discusses future research. 

Features

•  �Provides details of applications using machine learning methods to solve real
problems in engineering

•  �Discusses new developments in the areas of complex and unmanned systems
•  �Includes details of hardware/software implementation of machine learning

methods
•  �Includes examples of applications of different machine learning methods for

future lines for research in the hot topic areas of submarines, drones, robots,
cryptography, electronics, healthcare, and the Internet of Things

This book can be used by graduate students, industrial and academic profes-
sionals to examine real case studies in applying machine learning in the areas of 
modeling, simulation, and optimization of complex systems, cryptography, elec-
tronics, healthcare, control systems, Internet of Things, security, and unmanned 
systems such as submarines, drones, and robots.



http://taylorandfrancis.com


Machine Learning 
for Complex and 

Unmanned Systems

Edited by
Jose Martinez-Carranza 

Everardo Inzunza-González 
Enrique Efrén García-Guerrero 

Esteban Tlelo-Cuautle 
 



Designed cover image: ©Shutterstock

First edition published 2024
by CRC Press
2385 NW Executive Center Drive, Suite 320, Boca Raton FL 33431

and by CRC Press
4 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 4RN

CRC Press is an imprint of Taylor & Francis Group, LLC

© 2024 selection and editorial matter, Jose Martinez-Carranza, Everardo Inzunza-González, Enrique 
Efrén García-Guerrero, and Esteban Tlelo-Cuautle; individual chapters, the contributors 

Reasonable efforts have been made to publish reliable data and information, but the author and pub-
lisher cannot assume responsibility for the validity of all materials or the consequences of their use. 
The authors and publishers have attempted to trace the copyright holders of all material reproduced 
in this publication and apologize to copyright holders if permission to publish in this form has not 
been obtained. If any copyright material has not been acknowledged please write and let us know so 
we may rectify in any future reprint.

Except as permitted under U.S. Copyright Law, no part of this book may be reprinted, reproduced, 
transmitted, or utilized in any form by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now known or 
hereafter invented, including photocopying, microfilming, and recording, or in any information stor-
age or retrieval system, without written permission from the publishers.

For permission to photocopy or use material electronically from this work, access www.copyright.com 
or contact the Copyright Clearance Center, Inc. (CCC), 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, 
978-750-8400. For works that are not available on CCC please contact mpkbookspermissions@tandf.co.uk

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks or registered trademarks and are 
used only for identification and explanation without intent to infringe.

ISBN: 978-1-032-47224-9 (hbk)
ISBN: 978-1-032-47330-7 (pbk)	
ISBN: 978-1-003-38561-5 (ebk)

DOI: 10.1201/9781003385615

Typeset in Nimbus font 
by KnowledgeWorks Global Ltd.

Publisher’s note: This book has been prepared from camera-ready copy provided by the authors.

mailto:mpkbookspermissions@tandf.co.uk
https://www.copyright.com
https://doi.org/10.1201/9781003385615


Contents

Preface......................................................................................................................ix

About the Editors..................................................................................................xiii

Contributor.............................................................................................................xv

PART I Machine Learning for Complex Systems
Chapter 1 Echo State Networks to Solve Classification Tasks ........................3

Luis Gerardo de la Fraga, Astrid Maritza Gonzalez-Zapata, and
Andres Cureño Ramı́rez

Chapter 2 Continual Learning for Camera Localization................................14

Aldrich A. Cabrera-Ponce, Manuel Martin-Ortiz, and
Jose Martinez-Carranza

Chapter 3 Classifying Ornamental Fish Using Deep Learning
Algorithms.....................................................................................34

O. A. Aguirre-Castro, Everardo Inzunza-González, O. R. López-
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Jonathan Daniel Dı́az-Muñoz, Oscar Martı́nez-Fuentes, and
Israel Cruz-Vega

Chapter 10 Development of a Synthetic Dataset Using Aerial Navigation ...182

J. M. Fortuna-Cervantes, M. T. Ramı́rez-Torres, M. Mejı́a-Carlos,
and Jose Martinez-Carranza

Chapter 11 Coverage Analysis in Air-Ground Communications under
Random Disturbances..................................................................199
Esteban Tlelo-Coyotecatl, Giselle Monserrat Galván-Tejada,
and Manuel Mauricio Lara-Barrón

Chapter 12 A Review of Noise Production and Mitigation in UAVs.............220

Caleb Rascon and Jose Martinez-Carranza



Contents vii

Chapter 13 An Overview of NeRF Methods for Aerial Robotics..................236

Luis Fernando Rosas-Ordaz, Leticia Oyuki Rojas-Perez,
Cesar Martinez-Torres, and Jose Martinez-Carranza

Chapter 14 Warehouse Inspection Using Autonomous Drones and
Spatial AI.....................................................................................259

Jose Martinez-Carranza and Leticia Oyuki Rojas-Perez

Chapter 15 Cognitive Dynamic Systems for Cyber-Physical Engineering....277

Cesar Torres Huitzil

Chapter 16 EEG-Based Motor and Imaginary Movement Classification ......295

Francisco Javier Ramı́rez-Arias, Juan Miguel Colores-Vargas,
Jován Oseas Mérida-Rubio, Enrique Efrén Garcı́a-Guerrero,
and Everardo Inzunza-González
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Preface
Nowadays, in a very huge number of engineering applications one can infer the use
of machine learning methods. From the sensing of data, one can infer the necessity
of signal conditioning techniques, data classification algorithms, signal processing,
and control of devices or loads. Obviously, not all applications can be developed us-
ing the same machine learning methods, so this book includes a collection of recent
works, which focus on special cases in the areas of modeling, simulation, optimiza-
tion and hardware implementation of complex and unmanned systems. These topic
areas require special machine learning methods, as for example for the classification
of data acquired by different types of sensors and video-cameras, signal processing
and the control of motors, wheels, and other loads or actuators. In this manner, the
sixteen chapters in this book emphasize the usefulness of machine learning methods,
not only for theoretical problems but also for real case studies with real experiments.

Part 1 is devoted to complex systems and includes seven chapters. Chapter 1 in-
troduces a neural network model for machine learning tasks, but the authors found
that simple echo state networks (ESNs) can be used instead. In ESNs, only the output
layer weights are calculated by linear regression, which has a low computational cost.
The study shows how ESNs with improved reservoir creation can solve classification
tasks using simulated data and public databases. Chapter 2 discusses the challenge
of monocular camera localization due to constant changes and proposes a review
of state-of-the-art methodologies for this task. Traditional methods use end-to-end
training with a large dataset, but this study presents Continual Learning (CL) strate-
gies such as distillation, weights optimization, dynamic architectures, incremental
labels, and latent replay to avoid the need for a large dataset and catastrophic forget-
ting. The aim is to describe the benefits and limitations of these methods for camera
localization tasks from a single image. Chapter 3 proposes a dataset of images of
three distinct fish species, each with a unique number of images, which are trained
in different convolutional neural networks (CNN) for species identification applica-
tions. The performance metrics obtained from the proposed dataset show that the
YOLOV5 and RESNET models achieved a precision of 95% and 92%, respectively,
and were evaluated on edge computing devices. The study plans to increase the im-
ages and species in the database to train algorithms for identifying more fish species.
Chapter 4 presents a regression model that utilizes regression tree, random forest, and
convolutional neural networks to model the nonlinear behavior of power amplifiers.
The use of recursive subset partitioning with the regression tree model provides a
fast runtime and highly accurate output estimates without overfitting. The ensemble
model RT offers a single-step iteration solution for modeling sparse AM/AM behav-
ior in a cascade setup that drives a Class AB power amplifier, which can address
residual distortion present in the direct-conversion transmitter by tuning the param-
eters. Experimental results demonstrate the effectiveness of the proposed model for
a wideband of LTE signals with varying input power levels. Chapter 5 highlights the
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increased use of video surveillance for security and operational efficiency and the
need for effective data analysis techniques. The chapter focuses on anomaly detec-
tion in video surveillance systems, which requires unsupervised or semi-supervised
learning techniques. The study describes the use of convolutional autoencoders, vari-
ational autoencoders, Long Short-Term Memory networks, and Generative Adver-
sarial Networks for anomaly detection in video surveillance, including theoretical
aspects and practical examples. Chapter 6 presents tuberculosis (TB) as a leading
cause of mortality globally, with a 30% increase in the mortality rate. Reliable, fast,
and sensitive diagnostic tests are needed for TB and/or COVID-19 to control disease
transmission. Artificial intelligence and deep learning have been used to develop
computer-assisted diagnosis systems for pulmonary diseases, offering high sensitiv-
ity and specificity values that surpass those of the human eye. Chapter 7 explores the
variability present in frequencies of analog hardware and applies a charge-controlled
memristor model for hardware security. The study focuses on using memristors in
physical unclonable functions based on ring oscillators and evaluates the perfor-
mance of the PUF response using various metrics for hardware security. The study
demonstrates that memristive PUFs exhibit excellent metrics under diverse condi-
tions of system complexity.

Part 2 is devoted to unmanned systems and includes nine chapters. Chapter 8 dis-
cusses the challenge of developing an artificial pilot capable of autonomously flying a
drone in autonomous drone racing. Learning-based methods propose training an arti-
ficial pilot to associate sensorial data with fly commands, but current approaches can-
not consider future events, such as an incoming turn. The study proposes augmenting
the temporal analysis to consider data from future events observed through visual
data and associated with flight commands optimized to follow a flight trajectory. The
study discusses this approach in the context of the state of the art and an experimental
framework to assess its effectiveness. Chapter 9 proposes optimizing UAV flight con-
trol’s performance using metaheuristics and comparing two relevant AI techniques,
Differential Evolution and Accelerated Particle Swarm Optimization algorithms. The
study also applies two control techniques, Sliding Mode Control and Proportional-
Integral-Derivative control. The study presents UAV model development, trajectory
methodology, and the application of metaheuristics to adjust controller parameters,
followed by the results and discussion of tests for adjusting controller parameters
and trajectory tracking. Chapter 10 focuses on object classification in aerial naviga-
tion using texture as an important feature. The study presents a classification model
that uses transfer learning and wavelet-based features as an additional feature ex-
traction method, achieving a 53% accuracy using the Describable Texture Database.
The study validates the results using a virtual world in the Gazebo simulator and
creates a new Synthetic Aerial Dataset of Textured Objects, showing generalization
of knowledge for some classes of the database. Chapter 11 explores using UAVs for
air-ground communications to improve coverage in areas with poor or nonexistent
coverage, with a focus on fifth-generation mobile communication (5G). The behavior
of Air Base Stations (ABS) is analyzed to determine the coverage percentage over a
simulation time, taking into account random disturbances. The analysis is conducted
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by simulating a quadrotor-type UAV and measuring power levels received by ground
users to determine the effective coverage area. Chapter 12 presents a review of the lit-
erature on the topic of noise produced by UAVs. The aim of the review is to describe
the effects of noise on society, summarize past audio analysis of noise produced by
popular UAV models, and revise recent techniques on noise mitigation. The chapter
concludes with potential research avenues and insights extracted from the review.
Chapter 13 reviews the Neural Radiance Fields (NeRF) methodology and its latest
works in computer vision and robotics, with a focus on aerial robotics applications.
NeRF has become a state-of-the-art technique for generating new synthetic views due
to its deep learning-based approach. The chapter also briefly discusses other poten-
tial applications and works proposing improvements to the original formulation, as
well as potential opportunities for using NeRF in Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs)
or drones. In Chapter 14, a small drone equipped with an OAK-D smart camera
is used to perform autonomous flight and spatial AI for warehouse inspection. The
OAK-D computes depth estimation and neural network inference on its chip, allow-
ing for package scanning by detecting QR and bar codes, and a person detector for
safe flight. The drone localization is performed using RGB-D ORB-SLAM, enabling
autonomous flight in a GPS-denied environment, and the experiments show that the
inspection task can be easily distributed using multiple drones. Chapter 15 discusses
the use of Cognitive Dynamic Systems (CDS) as a framework for designing complex
and intelligent cyber-physical systems. CDS is inspired by human cognition, mim-
icking the human brain and consisting of perception-action cycles, memory, atten-
tion, and intelligence. The approach can provide adaptation and self-modification,
making it suitable for proactive unmanned vehicle systems and other applications
that require machines to interact with the physical world and operate autonomously.
Finally, Chapter 16 shows a study that analyzes the classification of EEG signals us-
ing machine learning algorithms, such as: discriminant line analysis, decision trees,
k-nearest neighbors, naive Bayes, and support vector machines. The study presents
the different extracted characteristics related to motor and imaginary movements to
train the different signal classification algorithms selected. The study concludes with
exemplary performance in the classification of EEG signals that allows them to be
used in scenarios such as robotic movement control, prosthetics, robotics, and elec-
tronic wheelchairs.
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Everardo Inzunza-González received his Ph.D. degree in Electrical Sciences from
UABC Mexico in 2013, and the M.Sc. degree in Electronics and Telecommuni-
cations from the Scientific Research and Advanced Studies Center of Ensenada
(CICESE) in 2001, the B.Sc. degree in Electronics Engineering from Culiacan In-
stitute of Technology, in 1999. He is currently a full-time Professor and Researcher
of Electronics Engineering at Universidad Autónoma de Baja California (UABC-
FIAD) Mexico. He is currently a reviewer for several prestigious journals. His
research interest includes the Internet of things, Network Security, Data Science,
Artificial Intelligence, Machine-Learning and Deep-Learning, Wireless Communi-
cation, Image Processing, WSN, Pattern Recognition, Wearable Devices, Embedded
Systems, FPGA, SoC, Microcontrollers, Chaotic encryption, Image encryption, Im-
age enhancement, Image processing, Chaotic oscillators, and Applied Cryptography.

Enrique Efrén Garcı́a-Guerrero studied physics engineering at the University
Autonomous Metropolitana, Mexico, and received the Ph.D. and M.Sc. degree
in optical physics from the Scientific Research and Advanced Studies Center of
Ensenada (CICESE) Mexico. He has been with the Facultad de Ingenierı́a, Arqui-
tectura y Diseño of the Universidad Autónoma de Baja California (UABC-FIAD)
Mexico since 2004. His current research interest includes Image enhancement,
embedded systems, chaotic cryptography, artificial intelligence, machine-learning,
deep-learning, neural networks, digital image processing, and optical systems.

Esteban Tlelo-Cuautle received a B.Sc. degree from Instituto Tecnológico de
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de Informática y Automático
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