HELLENIC ROOTS OF
JUSTICE AND INEQUALITY
AND A JEWISH IDEOLOGICAL
ALTERNATIVE IN
ECONOMIC SCIENCE

David Vazquez-Guzman




Hellenic Roots of Justice and Inequality and a Jewish [deologieal
Alternative in Economic Science

By David Vazguez-Guzman

This bock first published 2023

Cambridge Scholars Publishing

Lady Stephanson Library, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE& 2PA UK

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue recard for this book is available frem the Eritish Library

Copyright & 2023 by David Vizquez-Guzmsin

All rights for this book reserved. No part of this hook may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without
the prior permission of the copyright owner.

ISBIN (10: 1-5275-0005-8
ISBI (13): 978-1-5275-0005-5



CONTENTS

List of Fipures antl TOBIes .cmwssissinmassimrsstsnssseimstiimssssisios T
AABEIIABE - ... ..coiossmes mepass smsnssaammmesmassssasabsbsesbisntnsnssoninsssaimsaiia sans pwa 6 Fos ity suns Xii

ACKNOWISOPIEIE waisorrvsssismsarmrssmsnsssassisantnasismmansnsssrssisas inssssorasasissnranmasns X1V

General INrodUCtiON. ... ..coveesiaseirn st rnimssssassssrmss ssnsesssassssasssssnsnssassnsr sasess 1
I Misunderstanding Inequality: Hitler ef al.......ccovcvnieisniiiininsniiasnisnns 6
IT Cotrtents of the BOOK.......c.coruiessesnisissssasssnmsansasessnnssmssassronsisissarinss smaie 8

Part I: Philosephical and Historical Discussions of Justice

CRAPIET 1 1oeucvitirissescarennssassns s s s s e e 14
Distributional Ethics in Social Sciences: Aristotle, Marx,
and the Antisemitic View of Justice

B K1 1 L 1 0T R D SO B EE Ee RS T ORI BTL SN RRECn 15
1.3 Aristotle, a Rabbinic Marx, and the Sense of Injustice................. 18
I Aristotelian Pejorative View of Wealth ..o cvcrciinnisricsnncnnnne. 19

11 Jewish Paradoxical Views of Wealth in Marx’s Tradition ...... 22
a) A Comparison with Ancient Jewish Tradition: Prudent

W0 ol B BT it seamnsiccsrnsiimmsitmniiai snsmdilines v At

b) Protestantism and Rabbinic Theology Chastising Wealth ... 27

[1I Marx Racism and Further “Demonization” of Wealth ............ 29
a) Marx's Loathed Criticisms on Jews’ MoOngy ........ccocvvenne 34

b) Some of Marx’s Legacies on Social Scientific Academic
1.4 ConeTuidims Fammemlos .. o arevusins sxsisivssis usisioivs sumness pamsspssaseomniroits I

CHAPLET 2 ...cecrnsirssmssmsassnissnsansnsnsnnsnssssetsas senssnsias anssnsasrnasssssssrssssssnessst iasansns 41
Justice in Traditional Economics: The Hellenic Philosophical Legacy
and the Alternative Pragmatic Jewish Righteousness
D1 ABBITAEE ..o viisicnniiinionsinssasssceson sanss s sansnssinnoms cibndbsnsmsiisns 1iAssmasanmsein 41
-2 TR - i bt s s ot S s i b S il 42




viil Contents

2.3 Different but the Same: Justice as Equality from Greece in Social

IR s vm e R e S g e S A L W e 1 A
[ The “Very” Marxists: Strict Egalitarians................ RS i e 45
@) Historical Materialism that Was Put into Practice ............. 45
b) A Sketch of the Evolution of Socialism as a Concept........ 47
IT The Kantian Marxists: Rawls R TR S D AT |
LR T 50
b) Rawls’ Influence and Critique .......ooomervvroooer 52
¢/ The “Universal” Rule and its Hellenic Non-Institutional
TRk Vs Ao s i S el e s 52
d) The Non-Dictatorial Socialists: Equality of Opportunity
L R R N 55
T Utilitarianism and the Hedonic View of Justice ... 59
a) “Hedenism for All” and its Critiques............................ e 49
&) Quantitative Measurement of Justice on the Utilitarian
L P WURRIR SR SRS
IV Transcendental-Utilitarian Marxism: Sen and His Capability

2.4 The OId Jewish Tradition Regarding the Problem of Inequality... 67
[ An Application of the Jewish Ideology: A “Proximate-fellow”

U AR Y ¢ S U R A TP PP 68

2.5 {,Dnc]uqu:ms 70

SSRDIER 2 vt s s ot e e e e e 73
Evolution and Application of the Jewish Tradition to Distributional
Justice
SEIntroductmn 74
3.3 Today’s Jewish Tradition Based on an Influenced Rabbinic
Judaism: History and Context o e e b b e ki i o
I Pagan (Hellenic and Persian) Py R NG SO
LI Mainstream Intellectual Judaism: Sadducees and Pharisees. _ 78

[T Hellenic Judaism and Pharisee B R S PR 80
3.4 The Recovering to Help Each Other from the Old Jewish
TN ;s sbmmaitseretdonid o b S Lt s wee B4
I Pharisees against Rival Ideologies: Early Jesus and Later
of Catholeismy......cu e imssammonsins sk i sk st A e 86

a1 RS T AN DN Vi SN T B8



Hellenic Roots of Justice and Inequality and a Jewish Ideological ix
Alternative in Economic Science
III The Institutional Role of Supervision.... |
@) The Transfers Were Designed to be Exptdlte and Lmal S
b} The Clear Idea of a Person in Need Was Known by
[ 1] [ RS e U OSSR N CIURESD SO SRR R TY, 1o 93
¢) Transfers Were Supposed to Be Personal ........cconsmsvanssnes 97
TS0 oneluding: BRI RIS v i i riasiii s sk bt S
Part 11: Methodological Discussions of Justice Approaches
Chapter 4 .. - 102
Modern Justlce Diﬂtﬂbmwe Apprc-aches in l:mnomzc Methndulug:,r
A Pragmatic Critique
W, ROTEDONIRUGTHIONTY. i i i it o b G B TR AR 103
4.3 Traditional Definition and Value Judgements.......ccccvecensaeennens 106
1 Value Judgments about Inequality..........cccovsencrennisiseisnsnssennes 107
II Terminology of Injustice: Poverty Measurement
and Inequality ... TR |
4.4 Main Distributive Justlt:v: Appmaﬂhes mn Emn-:rrﬂlcs POPPAS
I Traditional Theory and the Absence of Normative Equa]:t}r
GE BTN i o s i B R A R AL 113
a) Social Welfare Theory Critique.... i AT
b) Traditional (Positive) Theorists Lnﬂkmg ann tu
“Nommative” Theory ........cu... i
¢) The Unsatisfactory Intermedlate The KaldDI—HlLkS
Criterion.. Sdisneassiay 1193
d) The D:sputed Role nf thc: Guvemment iigossisiiy 119
11 Utilitarianism, the Emotive Side and the Snclaj GIEatESl
BN o consnsionndiadostn Se R SR A RS TR RN AN A S AR AR 122
a) Emotions and Utility Comparisons ... G 1%
b) Absence of Desert-based Principles in thc Uulltanan
SVSICTH. s OCTINER. T |55
c) The thlem ﬂf the: Aggregate Sﬂcial Ut:thty e 1265
d) Mathematical Representation of Utility and
T IR BTIIIR Lo i assninmsivansnmmnsunminissns gangavnsaissniss 127
[T Metaphysical Justice: Rawls ef @i.......ccoccooviiinisccinninsineinns. 128
fi The Bestn Buwis .. s b i st 129
b} Rawls vs, Utilitarians: A Marxist Spirit......cccovevernisrnnsannes 131
¢) Critiques: Transcendentalism, Resources, Ete. .vvninninnn, 133



X Contenis

IV The Basic Needs Approach (BNA) and its Capitalist

s L TR R 134
a) “Transcendentalizing” BNA: Sen.......o.oooooeoeoovoo, 136
V' Sen’s Concept of Justice in His Capability Approach........... 137
a) The Capability Approach as a Religion ............... ki 137
b) ldeology of the Capability Approach.............o..coooooo . 139
¢/ Distributive Justice Model for the Capability Approach.. 140
d) Justice Generalization: Pluralism Contradicted .............. 141

¢) Empirical Abuse of the Capability Approach ............. 142

VI Empirical Utilitarianism: Happiness Measurement ... 145
a) Part of an “Incomplete” List of Functionings:
ahia i T e e N T

b) Happiness Stylized Facts .............. sisiins DIG

4.5 An Alternative to Ancient Greece: The Jewish Tradition ... 147
G e HEH S TETORIEN o ccvisiniiniimisssibicinies i s i 150
BRI 5o e S o 153
Abstract Marxism in Fconomics: A Particular Typology of Inequality
T e S 153
3. AR copiisyusicss st S o R e i 153
5.3 Missing Individuality and Intrinsic Value................oooo 155
3.4 Inequality Attributes and Implicit BHSEDIGNE  ooiinincsiiiion. 156
5.5 Inequality Processes and Lack of Interaction among Units......... 157
5.6 Monadic Issues and Precise Measurement............................... 159
2.7 Typology Applications in Traditional Indices of Distributive
R s e o B bt i 1 159
3.8 Sen’s Inconvenient FUZZINESS ...v....cecurecerereeeeesan s oo 160
S FLonclnding Remale. ... s i 163
e D et e s T 164



LIST OF FIGURES AND TABLES

Figure 4-1. Classification of Distributive Justice Approaches .............. 112

Figure 4-2. Efficiency and Social Optimality in a Two-person
TR s o o B i A i O i e N S 120

Figure 4-3. The Utilitarian View vs. the Difference Principle................ 132

Table 5-1. Enla.rgﬁ:d View of T}fpﬂlﬂg}' of Inf:quahty Based on anht
(1987) ... I ey S i ssisiransiving DOND



This book explores the philosophical foundations of what we today
understand as “justice”, Here we understand the present tendency in the
world to see everything as a class struggle, yet the lack of effectiveness
of that view in social arrangements, end for that, a renewed Jowish
perspective is offered instead. The book argues that the classical
understanding of eguality as justice is tainted by an anti-Semiitic
portrayal of richness, which is completely rejected here. From an
economic methodology perspective, it discusses how our present
Hellenic view of equality does not do much to help those in need, and
proposes o new mechanism of poverty alleviation based on generalized
respongibility to help vulnerable neighbors, such as orphans, widows,
aliens, the elderly, the sick and the oppressed, then putting the ordinary
citizen at the center of social responsibility.
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