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Mexican Mennonites: from
Religious Group to Ethnic
Group, a Perspective from
Cultural Anthropology

Dr. Patricta Islas Salinas

From their formation as an Anabaptist religious group in the sixteenth
century during the Protestant Reformation, Mennonites have defended
their beliefs and values through community sentiments and a religious
identity that is based on their relationship with the Bible. The importance of
faith and the notion of grace allowed them to survive the sociocultural
atrocities they have suffered since their founding and that today
distinguishes them from other groups.

In the 1870s, after experiencing a complicated diaspora, oppertunities for
growth as a society and Anabaptist community during one hundred years in
Russia, and the imminence of t!

he government imposition to end the
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