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Astronomɵ is a  special ˡeld. It embodies 
a uniȷue combination oǔ science and technoloǕɵ 
and is deeplɵ rooted in our cultures and historɵ. 
The inspiration that astronomɵ brinǕsً the 
common heritage of the sky as well as its 
cultural and historical siǕniˡcanceً all place 
astronomɵ in a privileǕed position ǔor enǕaǕinǕ 
ɯith the public and helpinǕ us to realise hoɯ 
much societɵ has evolved. ³cientiˡcallɵً there 
has been huǕe proǕress. Ior eɴampleً 00׏ ɵears 
aǕo ɯe Ǹneɯ oǔ onlɵ one Ǖalaɴɵً our oɯn xilǸɵ 
áaɵً and onlɵ eiǕht planets – all in our oɯn solar 
sɵstem. áe did not Ǹnoɯ ɯhere the elements 
in our bodɵ came ǔrom. Todaɵ ɯe Ǹnoɯ that the 
Èniverse is composed oǔ billions oǔ Ǖalaɴies and 
that mysterious dark matter and dark energy 
maǸe up the bulǸ oǔ it. A  neɯ era oǔ multi-
messenger astronomy is emerging with great 
eɴcitement triǕǕered bɵ the Ǖravitational ɯave 
detections. Planets maɵ ɯell outnumber starsً 
ɯith the eɴploration oǔ the composition oǔ their 
atmospheres Ǵust beǕinninǕ. xost notablɵً ɯe 
maɵ be the ˡrst Ǖeneration oǔ humans that 
has the technoloǕical capabilitɵ to ansɯer 
scientiˡcallɵ one oǔ the biǕǕest ȷuestionsي are 
ɯe aloneّ All oǔ these discoveries have been 
made possible thanǸs to crucial technoloǕical 
advancementsً increasinǕlɵ poɯerǔul telescopes 
and satellitesً sophisticated soǔtɯare and 
computinǕً and international collaboration. 

The aim oǔ IAÈ00׏ ɯas to increase aɯareness 
of these key astronomical discoveries while 
hiǕhliǕhtinǕ the importance oǔ astronomɵ as 
a tool ǔor educationً outreachً development and 
diplomacɵ. A number oǔ IlaǕship Jlobal ProǴects 
ɯere identiˡedً and smaller Ǖrassroots proǴects 
at national and local levels ɯere also stimulated. 
IAÈ00׏ reached out to the Ǖlobal astronomical 
communitɵً national science orǕaniɿations and 
societiesً policɵ maǸersً studentsً ǔamilies and 
the Ǖeneral public.

IAÈ00׏ came 0׏ ɵears aǔter the remarǸable 
success oǔ the Ènited Nations International 
Year oǔ Astronomɵ ח00א (IYAח00א)ً and ɯas an 
eɴcellent opportunitɵ to revitaliɿe the ɯorldɯide 
netɯorǸs that ɯere built then. At the same timeً 
ɯhen planninǕ ǔor IAÈ00׏ started in ًו׏0א ɯe 
Ǹneɯ that ɯe could not hope to match the scale 
oǔ IYAח00א in terms oǔ resources and impactً but 
ɯe ǔelt that ɯe could still do ٻsomethinǕ niceټ. 
LooǸinǕ bacǸً the IAÈ00׏ team ɯorldɯide has 
ɯell eɴceeded these modest eɴpectationsً ɯith 
more than 000ًד activities in ב4׏ countries that 
involved direct participation oǔ 0׏-ד million people 
and reached an estimated 00׏ڽ million people.

This success oǔ IAÈ00׏ is due to the thousands 
of volunteers that worked so hard and 
enthusiasticallɵ ǔor more than a ɵear to enable 
all oǔ these proǴects. Theɵ ɯere steered and 
stimulated bɵ the IAÈ00׏ secretariatً the IAÈ 
�ǔˡce ǔor Astronomɵ �utreach (�A�)ً the IAÈ 
National Outreach Coordinators and the National 
IAÈ00׏ Committees. The IAÈ is most Ǖrateǔul 
to all oǔ them and to the IAÈ00׏ sponsors ɯho 
made this possible ˡnanciallɵ.

IAÈ00׏ ended in Iebruarɵ 0א0א bɵ celebratinǕ 
the iconic Pale Blue Dot imaǕe taǸen bɵ the 
àoɵaǕer I  spacecraǔt 0ב ɵears aǕo that looǸed 
bacǸ at our oɯn 0arth ǔrom space. ThrouǕh this 
imaǕeً IAÈ00׏ ɯanted to hiǕhliǕht the ǔraǕilitɵ 
oǔ our oɯn planet and drive home the messaǕe 
that humankind needs to take well care of its 
environment. Little did ɯe Ǹnoɯ then that Ǵust 
a month later our ɯorld ɯould be turned upside 
doɯn bɵ the C�àID-ח׏ pandemic that was 
alreadɵ beǕinninǕ to evolve. Roɯeverً even in 
this crisisً looǸinǕ up on a lonelɵ eveninǕ to the 
xoon and constellationsً the IAÈ00׏ messaǕe 
that we are all world citizens under the same 
beautiǔul starrɵ sǸɵ remains as stronǕ and 
relevant as ever.

IAU100 Astronomy Day in Schools event in Madagascar. 
Credit: Andoniana Rajaoniravelo.

The International Astronomical Union (IAU), founded in 1919 in Brussels, 
reached its 100th anniversary in 2019. This presented a  wonderful 
opportunity to celebrate globally the major achievements of 
astronomy over the past century and what it has brought to society 
in terms of science, technology, culture and education. The IAU100 
theme ‘Under One Sky’ was chosen to emphasize the worldwide 
nature of our field and the role that the IAU has played in bringing 
people together and uniting them to explore the Universe.

Ewine van Dishoeck
IAU President

IAU President Ewine van Dishoeck.
Credit: Elodie Burillon.
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Vision
and Goals
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The major goals
of the IAU100
celebrations were:

ALMA antennas and the central regions of the Milky Way above. Credit: ESO/B. Tafreshi (twanight.org).

Increase awareness of progress 
and excitement in astronomy over 
the past century, in particular:

 –  The importance oǔ the collaborative 
enterprise oǔ astronomɵ as a ɯholeً 

 –  The importance oǔ technoloǕɵ develop-
ment ǔor astronomical proǕressً 

 –  The coordinatinǕ role oǔ the IAÈ ǔosterinǕ 
communication and eɴchanǕe oǔ ideas ǔor 
the Ǖlobal astronomical communitɵ.  

Facilitate the preservation and 
protection of the world’s cultural 
and natural heritage of dark and 
quiet skies.

Raise awareness and discuss pro-
spective new exciting develop-
ments in the next 100 years of 
astronomy.

Support and improve the use of 
astronomy as a tool for education, 
development and diplomacy.

Support and improve an inclusive, 
egalitarian and diverse astronomy 
community.

Promote widespread access to 
astronomy knowledge and ob-
serving experiences.
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Governance
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Director-General, Department of Science and 
Technology, South Africa, Phil Mjwara  at the IAU 1919-
2019 100 Years Under One Sky Celebration Flagship 
Ceremony in Brussels, Belgium. Credit: Iris Ma.

Various structures in the IAU100 global organisation ensured 
that the activities ran smoothly, and facilitated the effective 

sharing of resources, ideas, and best practices.

IAU100 Task Force

Piero Benvenuti
Iormer IAÈ Jeneral ³ecretarɵً Italɵ

Lina Canas
IAÈ International �utreach Coordinatorً 
�A�ً hapan

Sze-leung Cheung
Iormer IAÈ International �utreach Coordinatorً 
RonǕ konǕ China

Lars Lindberg Christensen
IAÈ Press �ǔˡcerً DenmarǸ – 0³�ٖAÈ«A

Rosaria D’Antonio
IAÈ Read oǔ Administrationً Italɵ

Ewine van Dishoeck
IAÈ Presidentً the Netherlands (Chair)

Debra Elmegreen
IAÈ President-0lectً È³A

The strateǕic coordination oǔ IAÈ00׏ ɯas conducted throuǕh its ³teerinǕ Committee that provided overall 
direction and Ǖuidance ǔor IAÈ00׏ activities.

The IAU100 Task Force Members were:

From left to right: Lars Lindberg Christensen, Maria 
Teresa Lago, Ewine van Dishoeck, Rosaria D’Antonio, 
Jorge Rivero González and Sze-leung Cheung at 
the IAU100 Kick-off Meeting at ESO headquarters in 
October 2017. Credit: Sze-leung Cheung.

Jorge Rivero González
IAÈ00׏ Coordinatorً ³pain

Kevin Govender
IAÈ �AD Directorً ³outh Aǔrica

Maria Teresa Lago
IAÈ Jeneral ³ecretarɵً PortuǕal

Silvia Torres-Peimbert
Iormer IAÈ Presidentً xeɴico

Ian Robson
Iormer IAÈ Assistant Jeneral ³ecretarɵً 
Ènited kinǕdom

Pedro Russo
Iormer IYAח00א Coordinator and 
Iormer IAÈ Cא Presidentً PortuǕal

Robert Williams
Iormer IAÈ Presidentً È³A
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IAU100 Secretariat

The central hub ǔor IAÈ00׏ ɯas the ³ecretariat located at Leiden �bservatorɵً the Netherlands. The IAÈ00׏ 
³ecretariat coordinated activities durinǕ the planninǕً implementationً and evaluation oǔ the initiative. 
The IAÈ³ 00׏ecretariat liaised continuouslɵ ɯith the IAÈ Paris �ǔˡceً the IAÈ �A�ً IAÈ00׏ National 
Committeesً IAÈ00׏ Partnersً the mediaً and the Ǖeneral public to ensure the proǕress oǔ IAÈ00׏ activities 
at all levels.

Jorge Rivero González IAÈ00׏ Jlobal Coordinator

Lina Canas IAÈ International �utreach Coordinator

Bethany Downer IAÈ00׏ Communications �ǔˡcer

Aneta Margraf-Druc Jraphic DesiǕner

Pedro Russo Iormer IYAח00א Coordinator and Iormer IAÈ Cא President

Ewine van Dishoeck IAÈ President

Its members were:

IAU100 National Committees

BuildinǕ on the successǔul eɴperience oǔ IYAًח00א IAÈ00׏ relied on an international netɯorǸ oǔ National 
Committees to coordinateً implement and disseminate the IAÈ00׏ activitiesً taǸinǕ into account the 
needs and characteristics oǔ diǔǔerent reǕions around the ɯorld. 

The ˡrst step ɯas to (re-)establish an IAÈ National �utreach Coordinator (N�C) in each countrɵً ɯhich 
ɯas coordinated bɵ the �A� in ו׏0א. IAÈ00׏ then used this N�C netɯorǸ to set up a hub in each countrɵ 
that could lead the activities nationallɵ. 0ach node established a National Committee that included 
a ɯide ranǕe oǔ diǔǔerent partner representatives and ensured collaborations betɯeen maǴor national 
and local communities.

The 123 National Committees listed on the next page were indispensable for 
the success of the entire project.
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Albania

Algeria

Andorra

Argentina

Armenia

Aruba

Australia

Austria

AɿerbaiǴan

Bangladesh

Belgium

Bhutan

Bolivia

Bosnia and RerɿeǕovina

Brazil

Brunei

Bulgaria

BurǸina Iaso

Cambodia

Canada

Cape àerde

Chile

China RonǕ konǕ

China NanǴinǕ

China Taipei

Colombia

Costa Rica

Croatia

Cuba

Cɵprus

Cɿech «epublic

Denmark

Dominican «epublic

Ecuador

0Ǖɵpt

0l ³alvador

Estonia

0thiopia

Iinland

Irance

Jabon

Germany

Ghana

Greece

Guatemala

Raiti

Ronduras

RunǕarɵ

Iceland

India

Indonesia

Iran

Iraȷ

Ireland

Israel

Italɵ

Ivorɵ Coast

Jamaica

hapan

Jordan

kenɵa

Latvia

Lebanon

Liechtenstein

Lithuania

LuɴembourǕ

Madagascar

Malawi

Malaysia

Malta

Mauritius

xeɴico

Mongolia

Morocco

xoɿambiȷue

Myanmar

Namibia

Nepal

Netherlands

New Zealand

Nicaragua

Nigeria

Norway

Pakistan

Palestine

Panamá

Paraguay

Peru

Philippines

Poland

Portugal

Puerto Rico

«epublic oǔ korea

Romania

«ussian Iederation

Rwanda

³ƨo Tomƻ and Prǥncipe

³audi Arabia

³eneǕal

³erbia

³inǕapore

³lovaǸia

³lovenia

³outh Aǔrica

³pain

³ri LanǸa

³ɯeden

³ɯitɿerland

TaǴiǸistan

³ɵria

Tanzania

Thailand

Togo

Tunisia

Turkey

Ukraine

Ènited Arab 0mirates

Ènited kinǕdom

Ènited «epublic oǔ Tanɿania

Ènited ³tates oǔ America

Uruguay

Venezuela

ñambia
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Planning and
Implementation
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As ǔor IYAח00א and other similar actions such 
as the ÈN International Year oǔ LiǕht and LiǕht-
based TechnoloǕies ًד׏0א IAÈ00׏ developed 
a  miɴed approach comprisinǕ a  stronǕ central 
coordinationً ɯith the encouraǕement oǔ 
Ǖrassroots actions. The IAÈ³ 00׏ecretariat 
developed a proǕramme oǔ ׏׏ IAÈ00׏ Jlobal 
ProǴects that covered the IAÈ00׏ Ǖoals and ɯere 
each implemented and disseminated bɵ the 
IAÈ00׏ National Committees in their respective 
countries. The stronǕ coordination bɵ the 
IAÈ³ 00׏ecretariat toǕether ɯith the �A� 
ensured the successǔul implementation oǔ these 

Children participating at IAU100 Astronomy Day in 
Schools activity in Brazil. Credit: ClayTom G. Santos, IGTAC 
Instituto Gunstar Team de Astronomia Cultural, Brazil.

The initial plans of organising a year-long celebration of 
the IAU 100th anniversary began in 2017 with the creation 
of the IAU100 Task Force, the establishment of the IAU100 

Secretariat at Leiden Observatory, and the appointment of 
the IAU100 Global Coordinator.

proǴects. Iurthermoreً IAÈ00׏ encouraǕed 
anyone organising astronomical activities that 
ǔolloɯed the IAÈ00׏ Joals to reǕister their 
events as part oǔ the anniversarɵ celebrations.

The preparations ǔor IAÈ00׏ beǕan to 
thorouǕhlɵ taǸe place in ז׏0א leadinǕ up to the 
oǔˡcial openinǕ oǔ IAÈ00׏ at the IAÈ Jeneral 
Assemblɵ in àienna (Austria) in AuǕust ז׏0א. 
The ǔocus that ɵear ɯas to develop the IAÈ00׏ 
Jlobal proǴectsً the preparation oǔ resourcesً 
strenǕtheninǕ oǔ the netɯorǸ oǔ IAÈ00׏ National 
Committeesً and on ǔundraisinǕ actions.

IAÈ00׏ oǔˡcial launch at the IAÈ Jeneral Assemblɵ in 
àiennaً Austria. Creditي IAÈٖx. ñamani.
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IAU100 Dark Skies
Coordinated by Sze-leung Cheung (NARIT, Thailand) 
and Constance Walker (NSF’s National Optical- 
Infrared Astronomy Research Laboratory, USA)

A  netɯorǸ oǔ 123 ambassadors organised 197 
activities in 30 countries throuǕhout ח׏0א to 
raise aɯareness about liǕht pollution. 
In additionً 54 educational kits ɯere distributed 
in 41 countries.

IAU100 Open Astronomy Schools
Coordinated by Rosa Doran and Gustavo Rojas 
(NUCLIO, Portugal)

830 teachers participated in 20 teacher training 
sessions in 20 countries. The proǴect also distri-
buted 250 educational telescopes for the organi-
sation of 26 teacher training in 22 countries.

IAU100 Women and Girls
in Astronomy Events
Coordinated by Hannah Harris (IAU100 Secretariat)

Over 300 events organized in 70 countries to 
discuss Ǖender eȷuitɵً the role oǔ ɯomen in 
scienceً the importance oǔ role models and 
encouraǕe the participation oǔ Ǖirls in ³T0x careers.

IAU Above and Beyond Exhibition
Developed by the IAU & ScienceNow Studio

�pen-source eɴhibition shoɯcasinǕ the 
ǔascinatinǕ past centurɵ oǔ astronomɵ that 
ɯas present in 75 countries.

IAU100 100 Hours of Astronomy
Coordinated by Bethany Downer (IAU100 Secretariat)

1,200 astronomy activities tooǸ place on ב׏-0׏ 
hanuarɵ ח׏0א across 86 countries and reǕionsً ɯith 
the direct involvement of roughly 500,000 people.

IAU100 Global Projects

http://100exhibit.iau.org/ https://www.100hoursofastronomy.org/

https://open-astronomy-schools.org/ https://www.inclusiveastronomy.org/

https://darkskies4all.org/
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IAU100 NameExoWorlds
Coordinated by Eric Mamajek (JPL-Caltech, USA), 
Alain Lecavalier des Etangs (Institut d’Astrophy-
sique de Paris, France) and Eduardo Penteado 
(IAU100 Secretariat)

More than 780,000 people participated in 113 
national campaigns to select names of 113 sets 
of exoplanets and host stars.

IAU100 Einstein Schools
Coordinated by Stephen Pompea (NSF’s National 
Optical-Infrared Astronomy Research Laboratory, 
USA)

Around 200 schools in 45 countries learned and 
communicated about Ǖravitɵ throuǕhout ח׏0א

IAU100 Pale Blue Dot
Coordinated by Bethany Downer (IAU100 Secretariat)

This proǴect celebrated the 0בth anniversarɵ oǔ 
the iconic Pale Blue Dot image with over 500 
activities conducted in 51 countries worldwide 
on 0א-ב׏ Iebruarɵ 0א0א.

IAU100 Moon Landing 50
Coordinated by Bethany Downer (IAU100 Secretariat)

The IAÈ00׏ xoon LandinǕ 0ד proǴect ɯas the 
larǕest coordinated action in the ɯorld celebra-
tinǕ the xoon LandinǕ 0דth anniversarɵ ɯith 
more than 1 million people activelɵ participatinǕ 
in over 1,000 events in 128 countries and regions.

IAU100 Astronomy Day in Schools
Conceived by Paulo S. Bretones (Universidade Federal 
de São Carlos, Brazil) and coordinated by Bethany 
Downer (IAU100 Secretariat)

Over 500 events and activities were organized in 
70 countries around the world for this education-
-ǔocused Ǖlobal proǴect in November ח׏0א.

Inspiring Stars
Coordinated by Lina Canas (IAU OAO, Japan), 
Wanda S. Diaz Merced (IAU OAD) and Rosaria 
D’Antonio (IAU Secretariat, France)

Itinerant international eɴhibition to hiǕhliǕht 
ɯorld initiatives that address the concept oǔ 
inclusion that organised 17 activities in 10 
countriesً reachinǕ over 5,000 people.

https://www.moonlanding50.org/ https://www.iau-100.org/astro-day-schools

https://www.iau-100.org/pale-blue-dot https://www.einsteinschools.org/

http://www.nameexoworlds.iau.org/ https://sites.google.com/oao.iau.org/inspiringstars
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IAU100 Communications

The IAU100 communication strategy consisted of a multi-partner 
approach, including centrally coordinated actions through the 
main website (www.iau-100.org) and IAU-related social media 
channels, as well as further dissemination through the IAU100 

National Committees that translated and replicated their 
information through their national channels.

Neɯs items ɯere published bɵ both IAÈ00׏ 
and IAÈ. �n the IAÈ00׏ ɯebsiteً a  total oǔ חז 
neɯs items ɯere published as oǔ Iebruarɵ 0ًא0א 
consistinǕ oǔ announcements and updates 
about all IAÈ00׏ activities. These ɯere shared 
on the IAÈ �A� and IAÈ social media paǕesً 
in addition to some promotion ǔrom the IAÈ 
�AD channels. The IAÈ ɯebsite also published 
 announcements ׏׏ press releases and ׏׏
dedicated to various IAÈ00׏ activities.

The IAÈ-related channels included the IAÈ 
and �A� ³ocial xedia (Tɯitterً IacebooǸً 
IlicǸr and Youtube) and the IAÈ Astronomɵ 
�utreach Neɯsletter. Communication consisted 
oǔ ansɯerinǕ public enȷuiries and reȷuests ǔor 
dissemination oǔ the IAÈ00׏-related celebrationsً 
alloɯinǕ IAÈ00׏ to build a  dedicated dialoǕue 
ɯith the public bɵ usinǕ direct channels such 
as emailinǕً messaǕinǕً commentinǕً tɯeetinǕ 
and retɯeetinǕ. There ɯere siɴ IAÈ �utreach 
Neɯsletters dedicated to the IAÈ00׏ throuǕhout 
the ɵearً reachinǕ 00אًד subscribers.

The IAU100 website had over 
260,000 page visits from more than 
65,000 visitors from 187 countries 
from August 2018 to March 2020.

³ocial media ɯas a  stronǕ enǕaǕement tool 
throuǕhout the celebrations. As oǔ Iebruarɵ 
� the IAÈ 0ًא0אA� IacebooǸ paǕe increased its 
ǔolloɯinǕ bɵ ۏהח to a total oǔ over 00בًד people 
and the IAÈ paǕe Ǖreɯ bɵ over ۏ4ב to a total oǔ 
 ǔolloɯers. This reˢects an increased 000ًו׏
aɯareness and enǕaǕement ɯith IAÈ as a result 
oǔ the IAÈ00׏ activities. RashtaǕs ɯere also used 
to stimulate the sharinǕ oǔ updates and photos 
ǔrom IAÈ00׏ activities ɯorldɯideً particularlɵ 
durinǕ Ǖlobal events. ThrouǕhout ًח׏0א ُIAÈ00׏ 
ɯas used rouǕhlɵ 00ו4ً׏ times across IacebooǸً 
Tɯitter and InstaǕram. ُ00׏RoursoǔAstronomɵ 
and ُName0ɴoáorlds ɯere particularlɵ popular 
on Tɯitter durinǕ their respective events. 
ToǕetherً these taǕs ɯere used approɴimatelɵ 
 times. The most popular hashtaǕ ɯas 0ً000׏
ُxoonLandinǕ0ًד ɯhich ɯas used rouǕhlɵ 
 times on ³ocial xedia and ɯas used 000ًזב
commonlɵ ɯith the NA³A taǕ ُApollo0ד.

The events orǕaniɿed as part oǔ IAÈ00ً׏ 
particularlɵ the Ǖlobal eventsً ɯere also ɯell 
represented in the media. As oǔ hanuarɵ 0ًא0א 
rouǕhlɵ 000ً׏ individual online neɯs articles 
ɯere published ɯorldɯide (in various lanǕuaǕes) 
about speciˡc activities. IAÈ00׏ has also been 
mentioned in online neɯsً TV and radio on over 
4ً000 occasions. In particularً the 00׏ Rours oǔ 
Astronomɵ and Name0ɴoáorlds initiatives ɯere 
oǔ interest to the media.
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IAÈ00׏ ɯas ˡnanced bɵ the IAÈ (4ۏו) and 
ǔundraisinǕ (ۏבד) ǔor a total budǕet oǔ 000ًד4הڡ. 
IolloɯinǕ lessons learned ǔrom IYAًח00א a multi-
tier sponsorship model ɯas usedً and support 
ɯas souǕht ǔrom scientiˡc institutions and other 
societiesً universities and similar orǕanisationsً 
philanthropic ǔoundationsً as ɯell as the private 
sector. ³ponsorship contributions ranǕed ǔrom 
 00׏IAÈ ًח׏0א Bɵ the end oǔ .0ً000זڡ to 00זڡ
had received ˡnancial support ǔrom דא sponsors 
ɵieldinǕ a  total oǔ 000ًה4בڡ. In additionً in-
Ǹind contributions are estimated in the order 
oǔ 00ً000ًאڡ and contributinǕ to a  total oǔ ׏ב 
IAÈ00׏ Partners.

IAU100 Finances

IAU100 Organisational Associates

IAU100 Global Partners

IAU100 Patron Sponsors

An indicative breaǸdoɯn oǔ eɴpenditure ǔrom the 
IAÈ00׏ budǕet is as ǔolloɯsي Ruman resources 
ǔor the IAÈ³ 00׏ecretariat (ۏ0ב)ٕ IAÈ00׏ Jlobal 
ProǴects (ۏזא)ٕ IAÈ00׏ IlaǕship 0vent in Brussels 
 ³pecial ProǴects Jrassroots Call 00׏IAÈ ٕ(ۏז׏)
 ٕ(ۏו) Anniversarɵ BooǸ and àideo 00׏IAÈ ٕ(ۏו)
IAÈ00׏ �AD ProǴects (ۏד)ٕ Travel (ۏב)ٕ �ther (ۏא). 
The larǕest ǔraction oǔ the budǕet ɯas dedicated 
to supportinǕ the outreachً educationً and 
development oǔ IAÈ00׏ actions ɯorldɯide.

The IAÈ³ 00׏ecretariat BudǕetً hoɯeverً ɯas 
onlɵ a  ǔraction oǔ the total budǕet ǔor IAÈ00׏ 
actions ɯorldɯide. 0stimates provided bɵ 
partners ǔor ǔundraisinǕ bɵ National Committeesً 
as ɯell as in-Ǹind contributions and volunteer 
timeً suǕǕest a  total cost oǔ IAÈ00׏ eɴceedinǕ 
.million ׏ڡ
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IAU100
Impact
Numbers
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Credit: Stacie Simpson, USA

The IAU100 initiative exceeded
initial expectations with over

5000
registered activities

IAU100 facilitated the
direct involvement of

5 – 10 million
people

The estimated reach through
media actions is over 

100 million
people

Events registered in

143
countries

³tudent prepared telescope donated bɵ IAÈ00׏ ǔor a public activitɵ ǔor the IAÈ00׏ xoon LandinǕ 0ד initiative orǕanised in the 
Ènited ³tates oǔ America. Credit³ يtacie ³impson.
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Distribution of materials

Various telescopes and educational materials 
were distributed as part of the Global Projects.

54 Laser Classroom Dark 
Skies kits ɯere distributed to 4׏ 
countries in the framework of the 
Dark Skies for All proǴect to orǕanise 
events that raise aɯareness about 
liǕht pollution.

300 sets of 12 A0 posters 
of the IAU Above and Beyond 
exhibition ɯere distributed to 
recipients in דו countries.

31 Bresser Refractor tele-
scopes siǕned bɵ various astro-
nauts and the IAÈ President ɯere 
Ǖenerouslɵ provided bɵ the ³terren 
³chitteren voor Iedereen (³³àI – 
 proǴect (ٺ³tars ³hine ǔor 0verɵoneٹ
(Jentً BelǕium) and distributed 
to organisers of events for the 100 
Hours of Astronomyً Moon Landing 
50 and the IAU100 Astronomy Day 
in Schools Jlobal ProǴects.

20 LightSound devices were 
distributed in ArǕentina and Chile 
ǔor those ɯho are visuallɵ impaired 
and auditorilɵ oriented to eɴperien-
ce the variation of light intensity 
during the Solar Eclipse of 2 July 
.throuǕh sound ח׏0א

270 educational telescopes 
from the National Astronomical 
�bservatorɵ oǔ hapan (NA�h) ɯere 
distributed ǔor the implementation 
oǔ teacher traininǕs in בא countries. 
This ɯas supported bɵ Ǖenerous 
donations ǔrom the NA�h.
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143
countries/regions

Activities
registered in
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IAU100
Activities
Highlights
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Children participating in IAU100 Pale Blue Dot 
activity in Pakistan. Credit: Ahmad Kamal Janjua.

The proǴect ɯith the Ǖreatest ɯorldɯide impact ɯas the IAU100 NameExoWorlds initiative that gave 
countries around the ɯorld the opportunitɵ to orǕaniɿe national campaiǕns to name a star and an eɴoplanet. 
Its aim ɯas to maǸe people thinǸ about our place in the Èniverse and to install a sense oǔ Cosmic Citiɿenship. 
0ach countrɵټs desiǕnated star is visible ǔrom that countrɵ and suǔˡcientlɵ briǕht to be observed ɯith 
a small telescope. Aǔter much anticipation and ɯidespread Ǖlobal commitmentً the results oǔ the IAÈ00׏ 
Name0ɴoáorlds campaiǕns ɯere announced in December ח׏0א. xore than 0ً000זו people selected the 
names oǔ ב׏׏ sets oǔ eɴoplanets and host stars. The collection oǔ ɯinninǕ names reˢects the diversitɵ and 
cultural richness oǔ our Ǖlobal societɵ. The IAÈ00׏ Name0ɴoɯorlds initiative ɯill have a lastinǕ impact in the 
cominǕ ɵearsً as the ɯinninǕ names ɯill be used in parallel ɯith the eɴistinǕ scientiˡc desiǕnations.

Many events and activities were conducted throughout the 
IAU100 celebrations. To illustrate the diversity and variation in 

conducted activities, the following provides insight to the type of 
IAU100 actions that took place worldwide in 2019.

Names associated with prominent rivers of Burkina Faso in local languages. Star Mouhoun (left) also called “Black Volta,” the 
largest river; it plays an important role in the lives of the people in its areas (The star is in the river constellation Eridanus). 
Exoplanet Nakanbé (right) is also called ”White Volta,” the second largest river. Credit: Marco Schmidt (left) and Sean Moran (right).

IAU100 NameExoWorlds
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NameExoWorlds

Albania
Andorra
Austria
Belgium
Bosnia and 
Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland
Italy

Latvia
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russia
Serbia
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Ukraine
United Kingdom 18

Africa

38
Europe 

24
Americas 

and 
the Caribbean

Australia
Cook Islands

New Zealand
Pitcairn Islands

Azerbaijan
Bangladesh
Bhutan
Brunei
China Hong 
Kong
China Nanjing
China Taipei
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Israel
Japan
Jordan
Lebanon

Malaysia
Mongolia
Myanmar
Nepal
Pakistan
Palestine
Philippines
Singapore
South Korea
Sri Lanka
Syria
Thailand
Turkey
United Arab 
Emirates

Argentina
Aruba
Bolivia
Brazil
Canada
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cuba
Dominican 
Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
Guatemala

Haiti
Honduras
Mexico
Nicaragua
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Puerto Rico
Trinidad and 
Tobago
United States 
of America
Uruguay

Algeria
Burkina Faso
Ethiopia
Gabon
Ghana
Ivory Coast
Kenya
Madagascar
Mauritius

Morocco
Mozambique
Nigeria
Senegal
South Africa
Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia
Zambia

National Campaigns 113
Total Participation 780 000 people
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NameExoWorlds

Albania
Andorra
Austria
Belgium
Bosnia and 
Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland
Italy

Latvia
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russia
Serbia
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Ukraine
United Kingdom 18

Africa

38
Europe 

29
Asia

4
Oceania

Australia
Cook Islands

New Zealand
Pitcairn Islands

Azerbaijan
Bangladesh
Bhutan
Brunei
China Hong 
Kong
China Nanjing
China Taipei
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Israel
Japan
Jordan
Lebanon

Malaysia
Mongolia
Myanmar
Nepal
Pakistan
Palestine
Philippines
Singapore
South Korea
Sri Lanka
Syria
Thailand
Turkey
United Arab 
Emirates

Argentina
Aruba
Bolivia
Brazil
Canada
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cuba
Dominican 
Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
Guatemala

Haiti
Honduras
Mexico
Nicaragua
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Puerto Rico
Trinidad and 
Tobago
United States 
of America
Uruguay

Algeria
Burkina Faso
Ethiopia
Gabon
Ghana
Ivory Coast
Kenya
Madagascar
Mauritius

Morocco
Mozambique
Nigeria
Senegal
South Africa
Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia
Zambia

National Campaigns 113
Total Participation 780 000 people

Credit: Aneta Magraf-Druc
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The IAU 1919-2019
100 Years Under One Sky

Celebration Flagship Ceremony

�n א׏-׏׏ April ًח׏0א the IAÈ 00׏ يח׏0א-ח׏ח׏ Years 
Ènder �ne ³Ǹɵ Celebration IlaǕship Ceremonɵ 
tooǸ place at the Palace oǔ the Academies in 
Brussels (BelǕium). This is the verɵ same place 
ɯhere the IAÈ ɯas bornً and IAÈ00׏ brouǕht 
toǕether 0דא participants ǔrom וה diǔǔerent 
countries to reˢect about the past centurɵ in 
astronomɵ and to discuss ɯhat ɯill come neɴt. 
The event was streamed for anyone around the 
ɯorld to ǔolloɯ the proǕramټs talǸs and panels.

The theme oǔ the IAÈ00׏ IlaǕship event ɯas 
Astronomɵ ɯith and ǔor ³ocietɵ. The proǕramme 
consisted of the relation of astronomy to other 
sciencesً technoloǕɵً cultureً developmentً 
educationً inclusion and diplomacɵ. 
Notable speaǸers at the event included 
Nobel Priɿe Laureates Brian ³chmidt (Australian 

National Èniversitɵ) and Ben IerinǕa 
(Center ǔor ³ɵstems Chemistrɵً Èniversitɵ oǔ 
JroninǕen)ً ChiaǸi xuǸai (hAæA Astronaut 
and Vice President of the Tokyo University of  
³cience)ً hohn Jrunsǔeld (NA³A Astronaut)ً Phil 
xǴɯara (Director Jeneral oǔ the Department 
oǔ ³cience and TechnoloǕɵ oǔ ³outh Aǔrica)ً 
xaria Popova (authorً BrainPicǸinǕs.orǕ) and 
Anne Jlover (Èniv. oǔ ³trathclɵde and ǔormer 0C 
Chieǔ ³cientiˡc Adviser).

The celebration concluded ɯith the ˡrst IAÈ 
event ǔor amateur astronomers on ב׏ April ח׏0א. 
ThrouǕh presentations bɵ both proǔessional 
and amateur astronomersً this meetinǕ 
aimed to ǔurther strenǕthen the relationship 
betɯeen the IAÈ and amateur astronomers and 
their orǕanisations. 

Group photo from the 100 Years Under One Sky Celebration Flagship Ceremony. Credit: Babak Tafreshi.
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IAU100 Moon Landing 50

Around ׏א-0א hulɵ ًח׏0א the celebration oǔ the 
50th Anniversary of the Moon Landing marked 
a  special milestone. The IAÈ00׏ xoon LandinǕ 
 proǴect ɯas the larǕest coordinated action 0ד
in the ɯorld ɯith more than ׏ million people 
activelɵ participatinǕ in over 000ً׏ events in זא׏ 
countries and reǕions. Ior this particular Ǖlobal 
proǴectً the participation oǔ amateur astronomer 
orǕaniɿations ɯas vitalً as theɵ conducted 
outreach activities involvinǕ direct observations 
oǔ the xoon. A  Ǖlobal art contest ɯas also 
launched to inspire the neɴt Ǖeneration oǔ 
astronomersً ɯhich ɯelcomed artistic creations 
ǔrom those aǕed ד to א׏ ǔrom all countries. 
Rundreds oǔ artɯorǸ pieces ɯere received ǔrom 
 countries and all submissions ɯere compiled זא
into a  special album on the IAÈ �A� IlicǸr 
paǕe. ³cientiˡcallɵً the IAÈ Division I Planetarɵ 
³ɵstems and AstrobioloǕɵ produced a summarɵ 
of what the Moon landing missions have taught 
us about its ǔormation ǔor use in public talǸs.

Another highlight was IAU100 100 Hours 
of Astronomy on ב׏-0׏ hanuarɵ ًח׏0א ɯhich 
established meaninǕǔul collaborations ɯith 
the worldwide amateur astronomy at the start 
oǔ IAÈ00׏ activities. It consisted oǔ over 00אً׏ 
astronomɵ activities that tooǸ place across הז 
countries and reǕionsً ɯith the direct involvement 
oǔ rouǕhlɵ 00ً000ד people. ThrouǕhout these 
 hoursً astronomersً communicatorsً 00׏
scientists and the Ǖeneral public came toǕether 
to marǸ the ǸicǸ-oǔǔ oǔ the ˡrst IAÈ00׏ Ǖlobal 
proǴect ɯith various astronomɵ outreach and 
educational activities. Irom star parties to lectures 
and musicً this initiative served to reactivate 
the communitɵ and to build aɯareness ǔor 
subseȷuent IAÈ00׏ activitiesً ɯith several event 
orǕaniɿers continuinǕ to participate in ǔuture 
Jlobal ProǴects.

Activity in Ethiopia in the framework of 100 Hours of 
Astronomy Global Project. Credit: Mekbeb Tamrat, 
Ethiopia.

IAU100 100 Hours of Astronomy

Children in Nepal showing the drawings of the Moon 
phases at a IAÈ00׏ xoon LandinǕ 0ד activitɵ. Creditي 
³ɯaraǴ ³aǕar Pradhanً Nepal.
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IAU100 Special Projects

Following an open call launched in March 2018, IAU100 
supported a total of 22 IAU100 Special Projects.

0ach oǔ the supported ³pecial proǴects ɯas 
aɯarded a micro-Ǖrant oǔ up to 00דًאڡ  to 
organise national and local initiatives that 
ǔolloɯ the Ǖoals oǔ the IAÈ00׏ celebrations. 
�versubscription ɯas Ǖreater than a  ǔactor 
oǔ ًד demonstratinǕ manɵ Ǖood ideas in the 
communitɵ. These IAÈ00׏ proǴects ɯere 
comprised oǔ various actions that ǔocused onي 
Ǖender eȷuitɵٕ darǸ sǸies aɯarenessٕ astronomɵ 
rocǸ concertsٕ outreach actions in both urban 
and remote areasٕ teacher traininǕٕ outreach 
activities ɯith elderlɵ peopleٕ conǔerencesٕ 
star partiesٕ educational activities ǔor reǔuǕee 
communitiesٕ providinǕ access to solar eclipses 
ǔor those ɯho are visuallɵ impairedٕ and an 
astrophotoǕraphɵ competition.

AmonǕ the hiǕhliǕhtsي the ٹLightSound 
Eclipse” proǴect distributed 0א devices 
in Argentina and Chile for those who are 
visuallɵ impaired and auditorilɵ oriented to 
eɴperience throuǕh sound the variation oǔ 
liǕht intensitɵ durinǕ the solar eclipse on 
 ”the “Amanar: Under the Same Sky ٕח׏0א hulɵ א
initiative visited the ³ahraɯi reǔuǕee camps 
to share astronomɵ ɯith local communitiesٕ 
the “UNIPAMPA mobile planetarium” 
reached 000ًד׏ students in ³outh Braɿilٕ the 
“ArAS Astronomy Teacher Training Program” 
provided over 0ה Palestinian secondarɵ and 
high school science teachers with training in 
astronomɵ teachinǕ.

Participants of the Astronomy Teacher Training Program in Palestine. ArAS. Credit: Dawoud Basem Duab Tarawa.
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IAU Above and Beyond exhibition

Another primarɵ IAÈ00׏ action ɯas the 
development oǔ the IAU Above and Beyond 
exhibition. The open-source eɴhibition taǸes the 
visitor on a  chronoloǕical Ǵourneɵ throuǕh the 
past centurɵً hiǕhliǕhtinǕ the main astronomical 
discoveries in each decade together with the 
main technoloǕical and cultural developments 
in that period. The storɵ line is alonǕ three main 
ȷuestionsي áhat is the siɿe and structure oǔ the 
Èniverseّ Roɯ do stars ǔorm and shineّ Is there 
liǔe elseɯhere in the Èniverseّ ³ince its openinǕ 
in AuǕust ז׏0א at the IAÈ Jeneral Assemblɵ in 
àiennaً the travelinǕ eɴhibition has been present 
in Austriaً ³lovaǸiaً Cɿech «epublicً BelǕiumً 
Ireland and Italɵ. In additionً there have been 
several localized and translated versions of the 
eɴhibition implemented in the Netherlandsً 
hapanً AlǕeria and ÈruǕuaɵً and more. The 
IAÈ³ 00׏ecretariat also released a  reduced 
version consistinǕ oǔ א׏ A0 posters. As a  result 
oǔ the ǔree distribution oǔ 00ב sets oǔ these 
postersً this eɴhibition has been presented in 
.countries to date דו

Opening of the IAU Above and Beyond exhibition 
at the IAU General Assembly in Vienna, Austria. 
Credit: IAU/M. Zamani.

Opening of the Dutch version of the IAU Above and 
Beyond exhibition in Leiden, the Netherlands. 
Credit: M. Shaw / Leiden University.
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IAU100 OAD Projects

IAU100 supported 3 projects from the IAU Office of 
Astronomy Development (OAD) that were selected 

as best practices on different topics to both give 
continuity to the projects and to explore possibilities 

for implementation on a larger scale:

Bi-communal astronomy activities in Cyprus as part of the Columba-Hypatia: Astronomy for Peace project. 
Credit: Columba-Hypatia: Astronomy for Peace.

The Columba-Hypatia: Astronomy for Peace 
proǴect taǸes place on the divided island oǔ 
Cɵprus and aims to inspire children to be 
curious about science and the cosmosً ɯhile 
promotinǕ a  ǔeelinǕ oǔ Ǖlobal citiɿenship and 
a  culture oǔ peace and non-violence. IAÈ00׏ 
supported the activities in ח׏0א and earlierً as 
ɯell as actions to eɴpand the “Astronomy for 
Peace” theme Ǖloballɵ.

The Global Techno Apps Challenge proǴectً to be 
carried out in 0ًא0א aims ǔor students in Palestine 
to develop products ǔor ɯebٖvirtual applications 
on the theme of Astronomy for Peace. The 
ɯinninǕ ideas ɯill be developed into products 
ɯith the assistance oǔ international eɴperts. The 
proǴect ɯill also publish a roadmap document ǔor 
eɴpandinǕ this challenǕe to other reǕions.

The Development of AstroTourism Globally 
proǴect is eɴpandinǕ the development oǔ 
AstroTourism in the ³outh áest and Central 
Asia reǕion and also eɴplorinǕ the ǔeasibilitɵ to 
eɴpand the outcomes oǔ the proǴect throuǕh the 
� eǕional» ׏׏AD �ǔˡces ɯorldɯide.
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Centenary of the 1919 Solar Eclipse

The Centenary of the 1919 Solar Eclipse 
observations that validated 0insteinټs Theorɵ 
oǔ Jeneral «elativitɵ ɯas another important 
milestone. Ior this 00׏th anniversarɵً several 
actions ɯere supported around the ɯorldي

 –  The proǴect Eddington@Sundy: 100 Years 
Later celebrated the anniversarɵ oǔ the ח׏ח׏ 
eclipse bɵ promotinǕ educational activitiesً 
conǔerences and other initiatives on a  Ǖlobal 
scale. Its main Ǖoal ɯas to support the local 
communitɵ to create a  historic and scientiˡc 
leǕacɵ in ³ƨo Tomƻ and Prǥncipeً especiallɵ at 
the «oƯa ³undɵ siteً ɯhere 0ddinǕton carried 
out the historic measurements in ח׏ח׏.

 –  The Centenary of Solar Eclipse of 1919 — Sobral 
initiative included manɵ celebratorɵ activities in 
Braɿil throuǕh scientiˡcً educational and public 
outreach events. Additionallɵً the International 
xeetinǕ oǔ the Centennial oǔ the 0clipse oǔ 
³obral (ח׏0א–ח׏ח׏) tooǸ place on 0ב–זא xaɵً 
includinǕ the issue oǔ a commemorative stamp 
bɵ the Braɿilian post oǔˡce and the re-openinǕ 
oǔ the 0clipse xuseum in ³obral.

Einstein Schools activity in Puerto Rico. 
Credit: Mayra E. Lebrón Santos.

Glimpse of the Eddington@Sundy event in São Tomé 
and Príncipe. Credit: IAU/Maique Madeira.

IAU100 Einstein Schools

In addition to commemorative actionsً the 
IAU100 Einstein Schools Jlobal ProǴect 
created a  netɯorǸ oǔ schools encouraǕinǕ 
the understanding of the essential role of 
Ǖravitɵ in modern astronomɵ throuǕh eɴcitinǕ 
astronomical topics. Around 00א schools in 
 countries participated in this initiative ד4
throuǕhout ח׏0א reachinǕ around 000ًה students. 
A  hiǕhliǕht includes a  proǴect ǔrom a  team oǔ 
students in Chile that conducted observations 
oǔ the hulɵ אnd ח׏0א eclipse at Cerro Tololo Inter-
American �bservatorɵ in northern Chile to 
repeat the 0ddinǕton 0 ח׏ח׏clipse eɴperiment. 
The proǴect also established a  successǔul 
mentorinǕ proǕramme ǔor astronomers to 
interact ɯith students.

 –  The Arthur S. Eddington: From Physics to 
Philosophy and Back Again Conference 
ɯas held on חא-וא xaɵ ח׏0א at the Institut 
dټAstrophɵsiȷue de Paris (Irance) to 
brinǕ toǕether astronomersً phɵsicistsً 
philosophers and historians to revieɯ 
0ddinǕtonټs lastinǕ inˢuence.
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The IAU Symposium 358
“Astronomy for Equity, Diversity 

and Inclusion – a roadmap to action 
within the framework of the IAU 

centennial anniversary”

The IAU Symposium – co-organised by the National Astronomical 
Observatory of Japan (NAOJ) and the Korea Astronomy and Space 
Science Institute (KASI) – aimed to create a people-centred strategy 
for action to improve diversity in astronomy. The meeting welcomed 
124 participants from 31 different countries to lay grounds for the 
Mitaka Resolutions on Astronomy for Equity, Diversity and Inclusion.

These resolutions will be followed by a  “Springboard to Action”, 
in alignment with the new IAU Strategic Plan 2020-2030, and with 
recommendations for specific measures for different organizations 
(countries, institutes, organizations, individuals) to be made in direct 
collaboration with the IAU Working Groups dedicated to diversity 
and inclusion.

Jroup picture at the IAÈ ³ɵmposium ٹ זדבAstronomɵ ǔor 0ȷuitɵً Diversitɵ and Inclusion – a roadmap to action ɯithin the 
ǔrameɯorǸ oǔ the IAÈ centennial anniversarɵٺ Creditي IAÈ �A� ٖ NA�h.
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The Inspiring Stars

The Inspiring Stars proǴect is an itinerant 
international eɴhibition to hiǕhliǕht ɯorld 
initiatives that address the concept oǔ inclusion 
in outreachً didacticً and proǔessional 
aspectsً usinǕ astronomɵ. The proǴectً ɯhich 
beǕan in ו׏0א as a  collaboration betɯeen 
�ADً �A� and the IAÈ �ǔˡceً orǕanised ו׏ 
activities in 0׏ countriesً reachinǕ out to over 
 people. àisitors to the InspirinǕ ³tars 000ד
eɴhibition ɯere able to enǕaǕe ɯith interactive 
displaɵs that shoɯcased various resources 
ǔor multisensorial eɴploration in astronomɵ 
ǔrom around the ɯorld. These include tactile 
planetsً booǸsً and postersً a  multisensorial 
optical telescopeً a  tactile telescope modelً 
software that translates astronomical data 
into audioً and manɵ more. In additionً some 
oǔ the conducted events included a proǕramme 
oǔ talǸs and panel discussions that alloɯed 
invited speaǸers to share their eɴperiences as 
scientists ɯith disabilities or impairments ɯith 
the participants and members oǔ the public. 
�ther panels discussed the value oǔ research in 
maǸinǕ science more accessible ǔor the Ǖreater 
communitɵً debates about the current state oǔ 
inclusion in scienceً and dialoǕue that charted 
the paths to ǔolloɯ.

Inspiring Stars exhibition at the General Assembly of 
the International Astronomical Union (IAU) in Vienna, 
Austria. Credit: IAU/M. Zamani.

An important focus of all IAU100 actions was the 
support and improvement of an inclusive, egalitarian 

and diverse astronomy community.

IAU100 Women and 
Girls in Astronomy

The IAU100 Women and Girls in Astronomy 
events were held in alignment with the United 
Nations International Daɵ oǔ áomen and 
Jirls in ³cience on ׏׏ Iebruarɵ ח׏0א. áithin 
this ǔrameɯorǸً more than 00ב events ɯere 
orǕaniɿed in 0ו countries to discuss Ǖender 
eȷuitɵً the role oǔ ɯomen in scienceً and the 
importance oǔ role modelsً ɯhile encouraǕinǕ 
the participation oǔ Ǖirls in ³T0x careers. 
xanɵ inspirinǕ events tooǸ place ɯorldɯideً 
includinǕ the ɯinner oǔ the IAÈ00׏ áomen 
& Girls in Astronomy Contest for the most 
inspirinǕ actionي the Astro Molo Mhlaba proǴect. 
This initiative engaged more than one hundred 
Ǖirls ǔrom underserved communities oǔ Cape 
Toɯnً ³outh Aǔrica throuǕh ǔunً inclusive and 
interactive astronomɵ outreach activities. The 
event involved active discussions ɯith ב׏ ǔemale 
astronomers as ɯell as the participation oǔ 
NA³A Astronaut 0llen BaǸerً and IAÈ �AD oǔˡce 
representatives. The priɿe oǔ the competition 
ɯas the support ǔor one person involved in the 
proǴect to attend the IAU Symposium 358 on 
“Astronomy for Equity, Diversity and Inclusion” 
in November ח׏0א in xitaǸaً hapan.

Girls Day at the Museum of Astronomy and Related 
Sciences in Rio de janeiro in the framework of the IAU100 
Women and Girls in Astronomy initiative. Credit: Patrícia 
Figueiró Spinelli and Claudia Sá Rego Matos, Brazil.
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International Year of the Periodic
Table of the Elements 2019

The year 2019 also marked the 150th
Anniversary of the Periodic Table.

To celebrate its importance the Ènited 
Nations proclaimed it the International Year 
oǔ the Periodic Table oǔ the 0lements ח׏0א 
(IYPTח׏0א). áithin the ǔrameɯorǸ oǔ IAÈ00ً׏ 
proǔessional and amateur astronomers 
ɯere encouraǕed to participate in IYPTח׏0א 
bɵ orǕanisinǕ events that eɴplore the oriǕin and 
studɵ oǔ the elements in the Èniverse.

0vent hiǕhliǕhts include the participation oǔ 
the IAÈ President in the IYPTח׏0א �peninǕ 

Ceremonɵ at ÈN0³C� headȷuarters in Paris 
(Irance) and the xendeleev 4 ي0ד׏th International 
Conǔerence in ³t. PetersburǕ («ussia) ɯhich 
ǔeatured a  dedicated sɵmposium on the The 
Periodic Table across ³pace and Time. Also oǔ 
interest ɯas the Periodic Table rocǸolla proǴectً 
ɯhich included a periodic table devoted to liǕht 
and music orǕanised in ArǕentinaٕ and manɵ 
talǸs about the cosmic oriǕins oǔ the chemical 
elements bɵ astronomers around the ɯorld.

IYPT 2019 Opening Ceremony at UNESCO headquarters in Paris, France. Credit: IYPT 2019.
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IAU100 Dark Skies for All

The IAU100 Dark Skies for All proǴect established 
a  netɯorǸ oǔ בא׏ ambassadors in 4ד countries 
that orǕanised וח׏ activities in 0ב countries 
throuǕhout ח׏0א to raise aɯareness about liǕht 
pollution. In particularً xaɵ ח׏0א ɯas a  peaǸ 
month ǔor orǕaniɿinǕ events bɵ the ambassadors 
netɯorǸ ɯith the observance oǔ the International 
Daɵ oǔ LiǕht around ה׏ xaɵ ח׏0א. The distribution 
oǔ 4ד educational Ǹits in 4׏ countries ensures that 
the network can continue to organise activities 
to raise aɯareness about the problems oǔ liǕht 
pollution in the ɵears to come.

Amateur astronomers orǕanise a star partɵ in Croatia. 
Creditي AstronomsǸa seǸciǴa – IiɿiǸalno druɄtvo ³plitً 
Tamara «om.
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IAU100 Events that were
Attended by High-level

Representatives

IAU President Ewine van Dishoeck and astronomer Jake Noel-Storr discuss the Inspiring Stars exhibition materials with King 
Willem-Alexander of the Netherlands. Credit: Bob Bronshoff/NOVA.

The Dutch Astronomy Gala organised in 
Leidenً the Netherlandsً in December ח׏0א to 
marǸ IAÈ00׏ and the 0אth anniversarɵ oǔ the 
Netherlands «esearch ³chool ǔor Astronomɵ 
(N�àA) ɯas attended bɵ kinǕ áillem-Aleɴander oǔ 
the Netherlands.

The Eddington@Sundy event in Principe 
commemoratinǕ the 00׏th anniversarɵ oǔ the 
 ɯas marǸed bɵ the ח׏0א xaɵ חא 0clipse on ח׏ח׏
presence oǔ the President oǔ PortuǕalً xarcelo 
«ebelo de ³ousaً the President oǔ ³ƨo Tomƻ and 
Prǥncipeً 0varisto do 0spǥrito ³anto Carvalhoً 
the President of the Regional Government of 
Prǥncipeً hosƻ Cardoso Cassandraً as ɯell as 

deleǕations ǔrom the Prime xinister oǔ ³ƨo 
Tomƻ and Prǥncipe and ǔrom the xinister oǔ 
IoreiǕn Aǔǔairs oǔ 0ȷuatorial Juinea.

The Inspiring Stars exhibition ɯas presented at 
the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful 
Èses oǔ �uter ³pace ח׏0א ConǕress orǕanised at 
the Ènited Nations �ǔˡce in àienna in hune ח׏0א. 
Ior tɯo ɯeeǸsً ÈN DeleǕates ǔrom all parts oǔ 
the ɯorld eɴperienced the inclusive eɴhibition. 
The eɴhibit ɯas also visited bɵ schools and 
Ǖeneral visitors tɯice dailɵ. The success oǔ this 
action opened the ǔuture possibilitɵ oǔ havinǕ 
a  permanent InspirinǕ ³tars eɴhibition at the 
Ènited Nations �ǔˡce in àienna.
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‘Under One Sky’ 
Short Story
Competition

As the IAÈ values the enǕaǕement oǔ ɵounǕ 
scientists in its activitiesً the ‘Under One Sky’ 
Short Story Competition was launched in 
November ³ .ז׏0אubmissions related to the 
themes ٻÈnder �ne ³Ǹɵټ and ٻInspirinǕ ³tarsټ 
ɯere open to bachelor students oǔ anɵ ˡeldً 
xasters students in Astronomɵً and PhD 
students in Astronomɵ. xore than one hundred 
entries ɯere receivedً includinǕ personal 
storiesً short sci-ˡ talesً ǔablesً anecdotesً 
essaɵsً and short dialoǕues. Iive ɯinners ɯere 
selected ǔrom each cateǕorɵً and the tɯo ˡrst 
place ɯinners read their ɯinninǕ entries aloud at 
the IAÈ00׏ IlaǕship 0vent in Brusselsً BelǕium.

Girl observing safely the Sun during the Mercury Transit as part of an IAU100 Astronomy Day in Schools activity in Indonesia. 
Credit: Credit – Bosscha Observatory, Indonesia.

IAU100 Open
Astronomy
Schools

The IAU100 Open Astronomy Schools proǴect 
orǕanised tɯo teacher traininǕ calls. The ˡrst 
ɯas held in earlɵ ח׏0א ɯith Ǖreat successً as 
 teacher traininǕ sessions ɯere ǔunded in 0א
 countriesً and ɵielded the participation oǔ 0א
 teachers. A 0בז second call ɯas opened 
at the end oǔ ח׏0א ǔor the orǕanisation oǔ 
teacher traininǕs in 0א0א. This call distributed 
 educational telescopes ǔor the 0דא
orǕanisation oǔ הא teacher traininǕ in 
 countriesً Ǹindlɵ oǔǔered bɵ the National אא
Astronomical �bservatorɵ oǔ hapan (NA�h).

IAU100
Astronomy Day
in Schools

The IAU100 Astronomy Day in Schools 
initiative ɯas held on ו׏-0׏ November ח׏0א. The 
proǴect encouraǕed astronomersً scientists 
and communicators to visit schools in their 
respective communities to conduct sǸɵ 
observations and practical astronomɵ activities 
ɯith students. �ver 00ד events and activities 
ɯere orǕaniɿed in 0ו countries around the 
ɯorld ǔor this education-ǔocused Ǖlobal proǴect. 
�ver 000 0׏׏ students ɯere enǕaǕed throuǕh 
this Ǖlobal initiative.

Education actions were a key focus
of the IAU100 initiative. 



38 IAU100 Final Report

IAU 100th Anniversary
Commemorative Books

In April 2019, two IAU 100th anniversary
commemorative books were published:

The International Astronomical Union: Uniting 
the Community for 100 Years bɵ hohannes 
Andersenً David BaneǸe and Claus xadsen 
(³prinǕer)ً describinǕ the historɵ oǔ the IAÈ 
in the conteɴt oǔ the development oǔ modern 
astronomy and featuring interviews with most 
past IAÈ Presidentsً Jeneral ³ecretaries and 
other Ǹeɵ IAÈ members that ɯere still alive.

Under One Sky: The IAU Centenary Symposium. 
0ditorsي Christian ³terǸenً hohn Rearnshaɯ and 
David àalls-Jabaud (CambridǕe Èniversitɵ 
Press). This volume comprises the proceedinǕs 
oǔ the IAÈ 00׏ Years sɵmposium held durinǕ 
the IAÈ Jeneral Assemblɵ in àienna (Austria) in 
AuǕust ז׏0א.
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IAU100 Pale Blue Dot

The IAÈ00׏ Jlobal actions concluded ɯith 
the IAU100 Pale Blue Dot Jlobal ProǴect. 
Aǔter one ɵear oǔ looǸinǕ bacǸ at one hundred 
ɵears oǔ astronomɵ ɯith IAÈ00ً׏ this initiative 
encouraǕed everɵone to looǸ bacǸ at usً Planet 
0arth. áith the themes oǔ environmental 
aɯareness and Ǖlobal citiɿenship in mindً this 
proǴect celebrated the 0בth anniversarɵ oǔ 
the iconic Pale Blue Dot imaǕe ɯith over 00ד 
activities conducted in ׏ד countries ɯorldɯide 
on 0א-ב׏ Iebruarɵ 0א0א.

Participants of IAU100 Pale Blue Dot activity in 
Indonesia plating trees to celebrate our planet. 
Credit: FOKALIS JATIM & Pasuruan Space and 
Atmospheric Observatory, Indonesia.
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Under One Sky

Astronomy around the World video series

Launched in October 2019, the IAU100 Secretariat produced 
a  video series that provides a  glimpse into the diverse worldwide 
astronomical community.

Each video is presented through the eyes of the IAU National 
Outreach Coordinators, showcasing the local history of astronomy, 
the country’s current research efforts in space science, and how 
astronomy is celebrated in each region. These videos have been 
regularly shared by the IAU OAO and IAU social media channels and 
the IAU will continue its publication through 2020.

Students in South Africa showing the galaxy drawing made during IAU100 activity. Credit: Erika Hajburger, South Africa.
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From Medicine to Wi-Fi

Technical Applications of Astronomy
to Society Booklet

A special booklet was published in April 2019 detailing developments 
in astronomy that have permeated throughout modern-day life. 
It highlights some of the technical applications that have been 
supported and driven by astronomy research and development. 
This booklet was used toward policy makers and science 
foundations to illustrate the contributions of astronomy to society, as 
well as an educational resource for event organizers for various 
IAU100 activities.
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IAU100
Legacies
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Participants of the IAU100 Flagship Event in Brussels, 
Belgium, looking through the NAOJ educational 
telescope. Credit: Luis Calçada.

The main legacy of IAU100 is its 
impact on the IAU NOCs Network, 
both by the increase in number 
of countries involved (from 
80 countries in spring 2018 to 
127 countries as February 2020) and 
the increased engagement level 
(from 80 active members at the 
end of 2018 to 120 active members 
as February 2020).

The success oǔ IAÈ00׏ can be measured 
bɵ the ǔeedbacǸ ǔrom everɵone involved 
in the orǕanisation and preparationً ǔrom 
the evaluation reports oǔ the orǕanisers oǔ 
the IAÈ00׏ Jlobal and ³pecial ProǴects and 
ǔrom those ɯho tooǸ part in the eventsً both 
directlɵ and throuǕh the evaluation ǔorms. The 
IAÈ00׏ lonǕ-term impact can onlɵ be trulɵ 
assessed if many of the actions launched for 
the anniversarɵ celebrations are continued 
over time. The National �utreach Coordinators 
netɯorǸ established bɵ the �A�ً ɯhich acted 
as the bacǸbone ǔor the celebrationsً ɯill be the 
primarɵ vehicle responsible ǔor maintaininǕ the 
momentum Ǖenerated ǔrom and durinǕ IAÈ00׏.

Panel discussion about collaborations between 
Professional and Amateur Astronomers in the 
framework of the International Astronomical Union 
during the IAU Amateur Astronomers Day held at 
the Palais of the Academies in Brussels, Belgium. 
Credit: Iris Ma.
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online ɯith their communities.  In additionً 
the collaboration ɯith the BelǕian ³tars ³hine 
ǔor 0verɵone proǴect and Leiden Èniversitɵٖ
Èniverse Aɯareness (ÈNAá0) ɯill continue 
under Telescopes ǔor All proǕrammeً providinǕ 
telescopes to underserved communities around 
the ɯorld.

In addition, it is clear that the IAU100 Global Projects 
mobilised the astronomical community to work on 

coordinated trans-national actions.

The IAÈ �A� ɯill establish a similar ǔrameɯorǸ 
ɯith the IAÈ Jlobal �utreach 0ventsً in ɯhich 
ɯill orǕanise Ǖlobal actions ɯith a  central 
coordinating role of the NOCs in terms of national 
implementation and dissemination. The Jlobal 
ProǴects are the continuation oǔ the ǔolloɯinǕ 
IAÈ00׏ actionsي DarǸ and ªuiet ³Ǹies Aɯarenessً 
ɯith a  hiǕhliǕht on the International Daɵ oǔ 
LiǕhtٕ InspirinǕ ³tars ProǕrammeً ɯith a  ǔocus 
on bridǕinǕ the eɴistinǕ eɴpertise in the IAÈ to 
support the outreach communitɵً  and xeet the 
IAÈ Astronomerٍ (a  spin-oǔǔ oǔ Astronomɵ Daɵ 
in ³chools). As the ɯorld struǕǕles to contain 
the spread oǔ C�àID-ًח׏  the IAÈ outreach team 
adapted the leǕacɵ proǕrams to a  ǔullɵ online 
ǔrameɯorǸً doinǕ ɯhatever the IAÈ can to help 
tacǸle the pandemic as ɯell as its collateral 
eǔǔects on societɵ. The IAÈ is encouraǕinǕ 
outreach proǔessionalsً educatorsً amateur 
and proǔessional astronomersً and astronomɵ 
enthusiasts to organise online events using 
astronomy as an engagement tool to connect 

Another important IAU100 legacy 
has been establishing a  central 
platform for people around the world 
that organise astronomy public 
engagement events to showcase 
their events for further dissemination 
and for inspiring others. The IAU OAO 
will continue the maintenance of 
this event calendar.

Winners of the IAU100 Moon Landing 50 contest pose with their prize in Bolivia. Credit: Gabriel Jaimes Illanes, Bolivia.
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The network behind the implementation of the IAU100 
actions aimed to keep the flame that was lit worldwide 

by the IAU during IYA2009 burning high.
Let the celebrations of astronomy be Under One Sky

for the next 100 years to come.

The IAÈ00׏ actions have also been positive ǔor 
the interaction with the worldwide amateur 
astronomical communities. The IAÈ00׏ Jlobal 
actionsً such as the 00׏ Rours oǔ Astronomɵ 
and xoon LandinǕ 0ًד oɯed their success to 
the engagement of amateur astronomical 
societies around the ɯorld. It ɯas clear ǔrom the 
outcomes oǔ the IAÈ00׏ Amateur Astronomɵ 
0vent held in Brussels as part oǔ the IAÈ00׏ 
IlaǕship 0ventً that establishinǕ platǔorms ǔor 
continued interaction betɯeen proǔessional 
and amateur astronomers is something needed 
bɵ the communitɵً and ɯill be eɴplored in the 
near ǔuture bɵ the IAÈ.

0ducational actions ɯere a Ǹeɵ ǔocus oǔ IAÈ00׏. 
The IAÈ00׏ teacher traininǕ actions and the 
materials distributed in schools ɯill impact 
thousands oǔ students in the ɵears to come. 
The IAÈ0 00׏instein ³chool proǕramme created 
a netɯorǸ oǔ schools that continue learninǕ and 
communicatinǕ about Ǖravitɵ. This initiative 
maɵ also be supported in the ǔuture bɵ the 
neɯlɵ established IAÈ �ǔˡce oǔ Astronomɵ 
ǔor 0ducation. 

IAÈ00׏ actions had a stronǕ ǔocus to ǔoster more 
diverseً inclusive and eǕalitarian actions. The 
success of initiatives around the world such as 
the IAÈ áomen and Jirls in Astronomɵ eventsً 
the establishment oǔ the Inclusive Astronomɵ 
ɯebsite that compiled Ǖuidelines and best 
practicesً and the InspirinǕ ³tars eɴhibition 
ɯill continueً as similar actions are still beinǕ 
planned in the near ǔuture.

It should be noted that manɵ oǔ the most 
important leǕacies oǔ activities are diǔˡcult 
to ȷuantiǔɵ. The value oǔ looǸinǕ throuǕh 
a  telescope ǔor the ˡrst timeً participatinǕ in 
an inclusive action or activitɵً beinǕ eɴposed 
to role-modelsً learninǕ about the poɯer oǔ 
astronomɵ ǔor developmentً ǕivinǕ ɵour ˡrst 
outreach talǸ in the ǔrameɯorǸ oǔ a ɯorldɯide 
initiativeً etc.ً are all eɴperiences that have lonǕ-
lastinǕ impact in the astronomical communitɵ 
and the Ǖeneral public. 

àoɵaǕerټs Jolden «ecord replicas are recreated ǔor a IAÈ00׏ Pale Blue Dot activitɵ in India. Credit³ يhrinivas ³. AundhǸar.
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